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PREFACE 


This group of dramatizations is presented in response 
to the demand for such materials especially intended for 
production by young people. They are intended for pro- 
duction by young people. They are intended in no sense to 
supplant the conflict or plot type of religious play now 
available in increasing numbers. Only in “Youth’s Prophetic 
Vision” is a distinct conflict portrayed. ““The Living Christ” 
and “The Eternal Quest” are primarily dramatic services 
of worship; “The Age-Old Dream” utilizes a special 
type of dramatic technique to convey its message. These 
dramatizations have been written in such manner that they 
may be produced by churches lacking stage equipment as 
well as by those whose equipment is complete. In fact, the 
worship services may be produced effectively in the ordinary 
church auditorium without curtains or other stage equip- 
ment. 

Three of the dramatizations have already been pro- 
duced, two of them under a variety of conditions. The 
reports as to the responses of congregations to such pro- 
ductions, together with a continued further demand for 
them, prompt the publication of this volume. 

The first of these dramatic services, “The Living Christ,” 
appeared in the International Journal of Religious Educa- 
tion (Feb., 1926) evoking such a response as to shortly 
exhaust the issue. “The Eternal Quest,” published in the 
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same periodical (Nov., 1926) brought a similarly grati- 
fying response. ‘“The Age-Old Dream” appears in the 
Church School Journal (April, 1927). Acknowledgment 
is here made of the courtesy of both publishers in allowing 
these materials, in their revised form, to be made available 
to a larger constituency. One of the dramatizations, 
“Youth’s Prophetic Vision,” is the outgrowth of a project in 
the writer’s classes in religious drama at the Chicago Train- 
ing School. For the pleasure of this co-operation the writer 
expresses her genuine gratitude. 

Special acknowledgment should here be made of the as- 
sistance the writer has received from the kindly professional 
criticisms and suggestions of others interested in drama as 
a method of character development. 

Grace SLOAN OVERTON 
Chicago, New Year’s Day, 1927. 
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THE LIVING CHRIST 


A DRAMATIC WORSHIP SERVICE FOR EASTER 


CHARACTERS 


SALOME 
JOANNA 
Mary 

ANGEL 

PETER 

JoHN 

JAMES 
‘THOMAS 
Jonas 
CLEOPAS 
SAUL 

First Man 
SeEconp Man 
FEstus 
AGRIPPA 
BERNICE 
SprRIT OF CHRISTIANITY 
Six EvANGELs 
Any number of YouTH 
Cross-BEARER 
FLAG-BEARER 
CHOIR 
SOLOIST 


DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 


The theme of this dramatic Easter service is the endur- 
ing power of Jesus life. The aim is to suggest, in each of 
the five episodes, the controlling majesty of His spirit. 
Each episode is a dramatic unit. If desired, Episodes III 
and IV, in which Paut is the chief character, may be 
omitted, although they will greatly heighten the interest 
and strengthen the presentation of the theme. Elaborate 
material equipment is not required for the production; in 
fact, it may be presented behind the chancel without cur- 
tain or scenery. An atmosphere of devout worship must 


prevail throughout. 
PRELUDE 


OrcaANn 
“Funeral March” (From Songs Without Words), 
Mendelssohn, or “March to Calvary” (From Crucifixion), 
Stainer. 


Hymn 


“O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done!” (Wesley. 


‘Tune: Selena.) 
3 
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INVOCATION 


SoLo 


“Into the Woods My Master Went.” (Lanier. Tune: 
Lanier.) 


EPISODE ONE 


Time: The first Easter morning. 
[The three women are seen slowly approaching the 
platform as the last notes of the solo die away. 
They are evidently depressed. 


SALOME 
How can the sun shine so brightly when this great 
sorrow has come upon us! Thought ye not the day before 


yesterday, when the sun refused to shine, that always the 
world would be dark? 


JOANNA 


Friend of my heart, the world has a way of going on, 
when it has seemed to stop for us. 


Mary 


I know, but I believe that one whose life was so beau- 
tiful cannot die. I could not always understand what He 
said to me, but He said something about—“after three 
days.” " 

JOANNA 

He must have meant it in some spiritual sense. Often 

we could not divine His meanings. 


THE LIVING CHRIST 5 


Mary 


Yes, but He said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” Some day all these secrets 
shall be revealed. 


ANGEL 


[4s ANGEL appears, the women draw away. He lifts 
his hand assuringly.| Fear not, for I know that ye seek 
Jesus who was crucified. Why seek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. 


CHOIR 


[Sings first stanza.] “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” 
(Wesley. Tune: Easter Hymn.) 


ANGEL 


Remember how He spake unto you when he was yet 
in Galilee, saying, “The Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and the 
third day rise again.” Go quickly now and tell His disciples 
that He is risen from the dead and, behold, He goeth 
before you into Galilee. Lo, I have told you! 

[SALOME and Joanna start off. Mary hesitates, looks 
appealingly to ANGEL, then drops on her knees 
in-worship ful attitude. | 


Soto VoIcE 


But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 
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Here, Lord, I give myself away,— 
Tis all that I can do. 
(Watts. Tune: Communion. ) 
[Mary rises and joins other women. They leave. 
ANGEL then leaves.) 


EPISODE TWO 
[PETER, JAMEs, JOHN, and ‘THomas meet. | 


PETER 


All this day have I entreated Jehovah that He let me 
die. He is dead, He who was ever loving, kind and coura- 
geous, and I loathe myself for living. 


JoHN 


Peter, doth not our holy scripture say, “Though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow: though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be white as wool?” 


PETER 


I know, but there is no love great enough to forgive 
such a sin as mine. He was my friend, but I denied Him. 
I am a base coward. 


JouHN 


But did He not say of His tormentors, “Father, forgive — 
them for they know not what they do?” Peter, that is 
why He loved so much—He understood so well. 
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PETER 


If only I could prove to Him my love! 


JAMES 


Peter, do you not think the time will yet come when you 
can and will prove your devotion to Him? The end is 
not yet. Such a life was not lived among us for naught. 
All seems a mystery now; but some day we shall understand 
its meaning and hear men acclaim his power. 


‘THOMAS 


No, it is all over, If a man die, shall he live again? His 
death hath ended it all. I had thought that He was the 
Messiah. We shall now be held in derision by our enemies. 
Not only that, but they will seek to put us to death also. 
His death has put an end to our dreams of deliverance. The 
Messiah long promised is yet to come. But how are we to 
know the true Messiah? Surely no other could be more 
like God than was He. 


Joun 


My faith is sorely tried. But even as I held His mother 
in my arms and looked upon Him, I said within myself, 
“He is the Son of God.” He but awaits the proper moment 
to declare Himself and confound His enemies. My breth- 
ren, God will protect His own. Even in this hour of dark- 
ness and desolation I can hear Him say, “Let not your hearts 
be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in Me.” 
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JAMEs 
Yes, He is the Messiah! God hath already vindicated 
Him. For only the power of God could have so darkened 
the light of the sun and rent in twain the veil of the 
Temple. 


CHoIR 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” (Palmer. Tune: 
Bethel. ) 
[Sings only stanzas beginning: “My faith—” and 
“While life’s dark maze—.” ] 
[Enter hastily CLEoPAs and Jonas in evident excite- 
ment. | 


Jonas 


We have seen Jesus! We went yesterday to Emmaus, 
both Cleopas and myself, and while we were talking of 
Jesus and the things that had happened, a stranger drew 
near and said unto us, “What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one with another as ye walk and are 


sad?” 
CLEOPAS 


It was our Lord and we knew Him not! 


THOMAS 
How could it be that thine eyes were holden? Surely ye 
should have known His voice! 
Jonas 


But we looked not for Him. Did we not see Him cruci- 
fied? 
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CLEOPAS 


And I said unto Him, “Art thou only a stranger in 
Jerusalem and hast not known the things which have come 
to pass in these days?” He asked, “What things?” And 
Jonas told Him of the trial and crucifixion and burial of 
Jesus and of our grief and how we had thought it would 
be He who would redeem Israel. 


PETER 
What said He? 


Jonas 


He upbraided us for our slowness of heart to believe all 
that the prophets had spoken unto us. And beginning at 
Moses and the prophets, He expounded unto us all the 
scriptures concerning Himself. 


JAMEs 


I would that it were true. 


‘THOMAS 


It was a Spirit sent by Satan to tempt you! 


CLEOPAS 


Silence, Thomas! You know not what you say. It was 
our Lord. As we drew nigh unto the village, He made 
as though He would go further. But we constrained Him, 
saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening and the 
day is far spent.” 
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SoLo VoIcE 


“Abide With Me.” [Sings first stanza.| (Lyte. Tune: 
Eventide. ) 


CLEOPAS 


And He went in to tarry with us. And as He sat at 
meat with us, He took bread and blest it and brake and 
gave to us. And our eyes were opened, and we knew 
Him; and He vanished out of our sight. 


‘THomas 
But ye are deluded in your minds. Ye are beside your- 
selves. It might have been some wise rabbi. 


PETER 


It was the Christ, the Son of the living God. 


‘THOMAS 


If only I could believe thy story. I want to believe, but 
except I shall see in His hands the prints of the nails and 
put my finger in the wound at His side, I shall not believe. 


JoHN 


Remember, Thomas, how He spake unto us in Galilee, 
“The Son of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of sinful 
men; and they shall kill Him; and the third day He shall 


be raised again.” 
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PETER 


We have the testimony of men and angels. “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” Life 
and immortality are brought to light. I will redeem my- 
self and in me shall His truth live! 


JoHN 


Jesus said, “I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of 
my hand. Yet a little while and the world seeth me no 
more; but ye see me. Because I live, ye shall live also!” 


CuHorus 


“Lift Your Glad Voices” (Ware. Tune: Epiphany.) 
[All men except THomAs leave stage singing with 
Cuorr. | 


EPISODE THREE 


[SauL and his two companions on the road to 
Damascus.]} 


SAUL 


[With vehemence.| My soul is hot within me at the 
bigotry and effrontery of those following this impostor, 
Jesus. 


First Man 


Some of them are gentle and peaceable. 
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SAUL 


Then they are only cowardly. They are the most 
fanatical and dangerous sect I have ever known. I will 
persecute them until there is not one of them left in the 
whole region. 


SEconp Man 


They seem to thrive on persecution. 


SAUL 


They will not thrive long. They shall soon know how 
impious is their claim that the Messiah has already ap- 
peared and that Jesus is the King of the Jews. The King 
of the Jews indeed! If He is so powerful, why did He 
suffer Himself to be crucified like a common malefactor? 
He saved others; Himself He could not save. 


First Man 
His followers say He rose from the grave, was seen 
by many for forty days and then ascended to heaven. 


SAUL 


Blasphemy! Superstition! 


Seconp Man 


They believe that because He lives now in heaven with 
God, they too shall live hereafter. This doctrine of im- 
mortality is a powerful one, 
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SAUL 


The doctrine of punishment is equally powerful, as they 
will soon find out. 


First Man 


[With meaning.| It did not prove so when we stoned 
Stephen. Hast thou forgotten? 


SAUL 


[Sternly.] Silence! That is one experience I long to 
forget. 


SEconp Man 


Dost thou not remember, as thou stoodest guarding 
his clothes, how he looked into the heavens and called upon 
God, saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit”? 


SAUL 


[Troubled.| Why call that to mind? That scene has 
haunted me day and night. 


First Man 


He then looked upon those casting stones at him and 
said, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” 


SAUL 


I never before saw a man die with such fortitude and 
assurance. His face was full of compassion for his tor- 
mentors. 
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SEconp Man 


Dost thou not think, Saul, that these Christians have a 
secret source of power that thou and I know not of? 


SAUL 


I wonder, am I fighting man—or God? 


Mate VoIce 


“T Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
[PauL stands in listening attitude while the follow- 
ing words are sung: | 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“T am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright!” 


[PauL then raises his hands to heaven indicating 
submission, while the following words are sung:| 


I look to Jesus, and I find 
In him my star, my sun; 
And in that life of light Pll walk, 
Till traveling days are done. (Adapted.) 
Amen. 
(Bonar. Tune: Vox Dilecti.) 


[Pauw leaves the platform with other men while 
organ modulates into appropriate music which con- 
tinues until next episode. | 
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EPISODE FOUR 


[Festus and AGRIPPA are conversing concerning 
Pau. BERNICE, supposedly the wife of AGRIPPA, 
stands at one side listening with interest. | 


Festus 


Most noble Agrippa, there is a certain man left in 
bonds here by Felix about whom, when I was at Jerusalem, 
the chief priests and elders of the Jews informed me, 
desiring to have judgment against him. 


AGRIPPA 
Did they present aught against the man? 
FEstus 


I sat on the judgment seat and commanded the man to 
be brought forth. When the accusers stood up, they brought 
no accusations of such things as I supposed. 


AGRIPPA 
What was the nature of their accusations? 
Festus 


They brought certain accusations, growing out of their 
own superstitions, of one Jesus which was dead, whom 
Paul affirmseto be alive. 


AGRIPPA 


I too would hear the man myself. 
[Pau is brought in by an officer. His hands are 
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bound. He stands before Festus with quiet dignity. 
There are other officials, a scribe, etc. 


Festus 


King Agrippa and all men which are here present with 
us, ye see this man, about’ whom all the Jews say, “He 
ought not to live.” But I have found that he has committed 
nothing worthy of death. Wherefore, I have brought him 
forth before you, King Agrippa, for your examination, 
that I may have somewhat to write before I send him to 
Augustus to whom he has appealed. 


AGRIPPA 


Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. 


Pau. 


I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because I shall 
answer for myself this day before thee touching all the 
things whereof I am accused of the Jews. My manner 
of life from my youth, which was at first among mine 
own nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. And now 
I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made 
of God unto our fathers, for which hope’s sake, King 
Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise 
the dead? I verily thought myself, that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Which thing I also did in Jerusalem; and many of the 
saints did I shut in prison, having received authority from 
the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave 
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my voice against them. And I punished them oft in every 
synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly angry with them, I persecuted them even unto 
strange cities. Whereupon as I went to Damascus with 
authority and commission from the chief priests at mid- 
day, O King, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above 
the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and 
about them which journeyed with me. And a voice said, 
“T have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee 
a minister and a witness both of these things which thou 
hast seen and of those things in which I will appear unto 
thee; delivering thee from the people and from the Gen- 
tiles, unto whom I now send thee, to open their eyes and to 
turn them from darkness to light and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith 
that is in me.” Having therefore obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, 
saying none other things than those which the prophets 
and Moses did say should come; that Christ should suffer 
and that He should be the first that should rise from the 
dead and should show light unto the people and to the 
Gentiles. 
FEstTus 


Paul, thou art beside thyself—much learning hath made 


thee mad. 
Pau. 


Most noble Festus, I am not mad, but speak forth the 
words of truth and soberness. For the king, before whom 
also I speak freely, knoweth of these things. I am persuaded 
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that none of these things are hidden from him for this 
thing was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, believest 
thou the prophets? 


AGRIPPA 


Paul, thou almost persuadest me to be a Christian. 


PauL 


I would to God that not only thou, but all that hear me 
this day, were both almost and altogether such as 1 am— 
except these bonds. [Lifting hands bound. | 


AGRIPPA 


[Turning to Festus.] This man hath done nothing 
worthy of death or of bonds. 


Pau. 


I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth—to the Jew first and also to the Gentile. For therein 
is' the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith. 
As it is written, the just shall live by faith. 

[Curtain, if there is a curtain. If not, Pauw leaves 
first, the others following, Festus and AGRIPPA 
leaving last. Just as Pauw finishes his speech, the 
organ begins playing the introduction to the fol- 
lowing hymn. | 


CHOIR 


“Faith of Our Fathers.” (Faber. Tune: St. Catherine.) 
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EPISODE FIVE 


SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY 


[Enters during the playing of the introduction to the 
following hymn carrying a large lighted white 
candle, and taking place at center-back of platform, 
sings. | 


Jesus calls you, o’er the tumult 
Of your life’s wild, restless sea; 
Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, Christian, follow me! 


Jesus calls you from the worship 
Of the vain world’s golden store; 
From each idol that would keep you, 
Saying, Christian, love me more! 


In your joys and in your sorrows, 
Days of toil and hours of ease, 

Still he calls, in cares and_ pleasures, 
Christian, love me more than these! 


Jesus calls you! by his mercies, 
May you ever hear his call; 
Give your hearts to his obedience 

Serve and love him best of all! 


(Adapted from the hymn by Alexander. Tune: Jude.) 


20 DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 


Stx EvaANnGELs 


[Approaching down aisle each carrying a smaller 
lighted white torch, begin singing immediately in 
response. | 

“OQ Master, Let Me Walk With Thee.” (Gladden. Tune: 

Maryton. ) 

[ Use stanzas beginning “O Master,— 
“Teach me—”; and “In hope—”. ] 
[EvANGELs take places, alternating, three on either 

side of SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY. | 


> »” 
”; “Help me—”; 


SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY 


I am the Spirit of Christianity. I summon men to high 
living; I give them abiding satisfactions. These are my 
Evangels: Courage,—to strengthen men’s hearts; [CouR- 
AGE and others lift torches when recognized.| Confidence, 
that trusts the eternal wisdom of God; Mercy, that 
makes justice kind; Healing, “Earth has no sorrow 
that Heaven cannot heal”; Peace, “that passeth all under- 
standing”; Love, that lights the world with Heaven’s 
beauty. [Turns from EvancEts and addresses YOUTH in 
rear of church.| Jesus, our Founder, gave the one life He 
had to serve His own weary, needy age. Our age, like 
His, is a weary, needy one. I appeal to Youth! Jesus 
ventured all! Yours may be the same high adventure. Does 
He command your spirits? 


YouTH 


Number, according to size of platform and youn, 
& p datas’ | 
people available, led by young man carrying a 
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white cross, march two by two down centre aisle, 
followed by young man carrying Christian flag, 
all singing. | 
“We March, We March to Victory.” (Moultrie. 
Tune: The Good Fight.) 
[ Use a sufficient number of stanzas to allow group 
to take places on platform. CROSSBEARER takes 
place right-front, FLAG-BEARER left-front, and the 
others group themselves. | 


Cross-BEARER 


[Speaking following stanza of hymn while organ 
plays softly.] 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


(Watts. Tune: Eucharist. ) 
Cuoir and YOUTH 

[Responding.| Amen. 
FLac-BEARER 
[Speaking. | 

If Jesus Christ is a man— 

And only a man,—TI say 
That of all mankind I cleave to him, 
And to him will I cleave alway. 
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If Jesus Christ is a god,— 
And the only God—I swear 
I will follow Him through heaven and hell, 
The earth, the sea, and the air! 
(Gilder.) 


SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY 


Youth, I trust you. I believe in you. Jesus is God’s 
eternal call. Will you follow him? 


RECESSIONAL 


[YoutTH, EvancELs, and CuHorr with CHorr seated. | 
“Lead On, O King Eternal.” (Shurtleff. Tune: Lanca- 
shire. ) 

[Characters retain position during singing of first 
stanza. At opening of the second stanza, CHOIR and 
CONGREGATION rise. The order of the recessional 
is as follows: FLAG-BEARER, YOUTH, CROss- 
BEARER, EvANGELS, SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY, 
Cuotr. Repeat stanzas as necessary for length of 
recessional, using the Amen. | 


YOUTH’S PROPHETIC VISION 


A DRAMATIZATION OF AMOS 


CHARACTERS 


ELeazaR and REUBEN, two merchants in charge of 
booth 

Beccar, a pictorial character 

IssACHAR, a wealthy trader from Israel, with attendants 

NATHANIEL, a poor customer from Judah 

Amos, the prophet 

BENJAMIN, neighbor and friend of Amos, who later 
becomes the Scribe 

AmaziaH, the high priest 

THREE PRIEsTs 

JeRosoaM, King of Israel 

MEssENGER 

Four Attendants of King 

- Two Guards 

Eight Youths, training for the priesthood under AMa- 
ZIAH 


EPISODE ONE 


ScENE: High noon of a day in the year 745 b. c. out- 
side the city of Jerusalem. Booth where wares are sold. 
[At the rise of the curtain, the two merchants are on the 
stage. The beggar is sitting at one side. The merchants 
are engaged in conversation, the first standing behind the 
booth and the second in front, leaning against the booth.] 


ELEAZAR 


A fine day this is! No doubt many people will be here 
from all parts of Israel and Judah. [With confidential 
air.| They know not the prices in these parts; [Rubbing 
hands together and giving evidence of greed.| so, friend, 
let us sell at the highest possible mark, whatsoever the 
value. 

REUBEN 


Aye. Maybe this opportunity will not soon come again. 
[With an uneasy attitude.| But methinks there is one man 
in these parts whom we must watch, and that is that young 
herdsman, Amos. I have observed him in the market places 
questioning prices that were charged and he knoweth the 
values. But yesterday, my friend, Simeon, who is also a 
trader, said that Amos had reported his extortionate prices 
to the judge and Simeon paid the judge not a little sum 
to quiet him. 

25 
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ELEAZAR 


[With scorn.] What care we about Amos! Who payeth 
any attention to a herdsman? We have more money than 
he and money will quiet most people. 


REUBEN 


Most people! Aye, but thou dost not know Amos. No 
money can buy his silence. He may be only a herdsman— 
but ah, my friend, keep thine eye upon Amos. Great 
thoughts are surging in his mind and I fear they are 
thoughts that will be the undoing of our prophets. [Look- 
ing up.] But silence! A customer approacheth. [ ELEAZAR 
busies himself at the booth.| I wonder whether he be rich 
man or poor. Ah! that beggar, Nathaniel. He already oweth 
us a sum of money. But let us not refuse him until we 
see what coins he hath. 


ELEAZAR 
[With a crafty gleam in his eyes.| Aye, and if he hath 
no coins, we may seize him and sell him for his debts. 
[Enter NATHANIEL hesitatingly.| 
NATHANIEL 
Wilt thou show me a mantle that I may buy for my 
wife? 
REUBEN 


[Warily.] Hast thou the price? 


ean 


' 
‘ 
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NATHANIEL 


Canst thou not credit me further? 


REUBEN 
It has been weeks since I sold thee those shoes, and not 
yet hast thou paid me for them. 
NATHANIEL 


But my wife must have clothing and I have no money. 
She is in delicate health and I must have the mantle to 
shield her from the coming cold. 


REUBEN 
Scoundrel! Thou art a fool to think I will wait longer 
for my money. I must have it at once. 
NATHANIEL 


But I have no money. J cannot pay. 


ELEAZAR 


[Who has been looking off left stage, joining them.] 
Why argue with this man? Sell him and get your price. 
There approacheth a wealthy trader from the northern 
kingdom. Sell him to him. 


[Enter IssacHar, a wealthy trader from the north, 
with attendants. ELEAZAR goes to meet him, bow- 
ing and smiling in an ingratiating manner. | 
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ELEAZAR 


Ah, thou dost make thine appearance at an apt time; 
for here we have but seized a common man for his debts, 
who could serve thee well. [NATHANIEL looks frightened 


and starts to leave. | 
IssACHAR 
[To attendants.] Seize him. [Turning to merchant.] 
What price dost thou ask? 
REUBEN 


How much wilt thou give? 


IssACHAR 
What doth he owe thee? 


REUBEN 


He oweth for a pair of shoes and for a bag of grain. 


IssACHAR 
I have many servants, but I will pay thee the price of 
a pair of shoes, 
REUBEN 


I should have more—think of the usury of my money. 
But—take him for that. [4s exchange of money is being 
made, Amos enters. ] 
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Amos 
What meaneth this? Nathaniel is numbered among the 
righteous. He keepeth the laws of the land. Why is he 
seized upon? 
ELEAZAR 
According to an ancient law in Israel, he is being seized 
and sold for his debts. 
Amos 
Dost thou not know this man is the head of a family— 
that his wife is weak of body and that many hardships have 
fallen upon him? Thou dost charge such extortionate 
prices that a poor man can no longer pay them. 
IssACHAR 
What care we for his hardships, or the frailty of his 
wife! Is not the law on our side? 


REUBEN 


Aye, and we must have our money. 


NATHANIEL 


[ Pleading.| If thou wilt but have mercy on me, I will 
pay thee all. 
REUBEN 


Mercy! Hast thou not had thy time? 
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IssACHAR 


Thou hast only one thing with which to pay thy debts 
and that is thy body. We take it. [Amos steps forward 
with a restraining hand, but trader flings challenge over 
his shoulder at him.| What care we for a common herds- 
man who knoweth nothing of merchants’ transactions and 
can prate only of right and wrong? 


Amos 


[Approaching REUBEN.] What meanest thou by this 
cruel deed? Dost thou not fear Jehovah? He loveth 
righteousness and justice. Surely He will send judgment 
upon thee. 


REUBEN 


Insolent fellow! What care I for thy babblings! Do I 
not offer daily sacrifices unto Jehovah—likewise every 
feast day? And hath He not prospered me? 

[IssacHar leaves kicking BEGGAR as he passes him. 
His attendants follow taking NATHANIEL with 
them. BENJAMIN enters. Merchants busy themselves 
at booth. They stop to listen occasionally to the con- 
versation, REUBEN giving the closer attention. | 


Amos 


[ Turning to BENJAMIN.] Why will the people permit 
such injustices? By their sacrifices they think to gain the 
favor of Jehovah. They are blind to His true will. 
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BENJAMIN 


But even their priests and prophets are encouraging these 
things. They who should reveal the true will of God to 
them are leading the people in false ways. 


AMos 
Behold the day cometh, saith the Lord God, that I will 


send a famine in the land—not a famine for bread nor a 
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 
Then shall the Lord speak to those who know His voice and 
will harken unto Him. For thus saith the Lord of Israel, 
Seek thou me and thou shalt live. 


BENJAMIN 


I believe that thou dost speak truth, Amos, when thou 
sayest that God is no longer found in sacrifices, nor is His 
word revealed by the mouth of the priest. But where shall 
we find Him and unto whom is His will revealed? 


AMos 


The Lord speaketh to the honest of heart. They are His 
true priests whether they be of the house of Levi or not. 
His true prophets are those who seek truth whether they be 
trained in the Schools of the Prophets or not. 


BENJAMIN 


Great courage is needed to speak such truth as thou hast 
spoken. Many there be who would gladly accuse thee of 
blasphemy and silence thy voice. 
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AMos 


Thou hast uttered truth. I am courageous because Je- 
hovah is on my side. He loveth truth and justice. [ Pauses. ] 
I need strength and courage—come, let us away unto the 
mountains. Wherever an honest heart meets God, that is 
His holy sanctuary. He whose mind is open to the revela- 
tion of truth is a prophet. Whosoever administers justice is 
a holy priest. 

BENJAMIN 


Then, though thou art but a poor herdsman, thou art a 
true prophet, indeed. 


AMos 


Come. My voice shall be heard! The Lord God hath 
spoken it! 

[4s Amos and BENJAMIN leave the stage, the two 
merchants look after them. REUBEN goes to side 
stage, his eyes still following their retreating 
forms. | 

REUBEN 


‘Strange man! [Turning back to ELEAZAR and speaking 
in a knowing tone.| The King and the priests will soon 
silence him when such sayings reach their ears. 


CuRTAIN 


EPISODE TWO 


ScENE: Morning in the inner court of the sanctuary at 
Bethel. At center, back, a golden altar with burning incense. 


~~ 
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Left, golden table with shewbread. Right, seven-branched 
golden candle stick. Left center down stage, altar built of 
unhewn stones for burnt offering. 

[As curtain rises AMAZIAH is directing priests. One is 
lighting candles, the other two are preparing altar for an- 
other sacrifice. | 

AMAZIAH 


[Speaking to priests.|May this day bring forth great 
sacrifices that Jehovah, the Lord God of hosts, may con- 
tinue to prosper His people. 

[Enter MEssENGER, /eft. | 


MEssENGER 


[Stands left.| The mighty King of Israel approacheth 
the High Priest, to bring thee his sacrifices and to tell thee 
of his triumphs. 

[Priests assume professional attitude. Hic Priest 
stands before altar of incense, others before altar 
of sacrifice. Enter Kinc and ATTENDANTS, left— 
two before and two behind, the latter bearing the 
sacrifice, which may be a basket or platter of fruit 
artistically arranged. | 


HicH Priesr 


[Turns and faces altar of incense and chants.] The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world and 
they that dwell therein. For He hath founded it upon the 
seas and established it upon the floods. 

[Kinc, ATTENDANTS, and MEssENGER kneel. | 
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ComMMon PRIEsTs 


[Facing HicH Priest, chant.| Who shall ascend unto 
the hill of the Lord? Or who shall stand in His holy 
place? 

[Kinc, ATTENDANTs and MESSENGER rise. Two 
Common PRrigsts go, receive Kinc’s sacrifice and 
present it to HicH Prigsr.] 


HicH PrieEstr 


[ Turns, faces down stage and receives sacrifice.| He that 
hath clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity nor sworn deceitfully. [ Turns, facing 
altar of incense, lifting offering high above head. Kine, 
ATTENDANTS, and MESSENGER kneel again.| He shall re- 
ceive the blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the 
God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that 
seek Him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates; and the King of Glory shall come in. 


Common PRIEsTs 


Who is this King of Glory? 


HicH PRigEsT 


The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and the King of Glory 
shall come in. 

Common PRIEsTs 


Who is this King of Glory? 
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HicH Priest 


The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of Glory. 

[HicH Priest faces down stage. Two COMMON 
Priests take the sacrifice, and all COMMON 
Prigsts exit, ATTENDANTS and MESSENGER step 
back stage. | 


HicH Priest 


[Dropping ceremonial air comes down stage and ad- 
dresses Ktnc.] This day surely doth Israel stand high 
above all nations; for even the King hath brought costly 
sacrifices for Jehovah. 


Kinc 


[To AmaztaH.] Murmurings have come to my ears that 
the people have been wrongly taught. [AMaziaH nods as- 
sent.| I see thou hast heard. [Meaningfully.| How have 
the sacrifices numbered this day? 


AMAZIAH 


[With gratification.] They have numbered many, O 
King, never richer or more costly. [Change of attitude. | 
Yet as thou sayest, there have been murmurings among thy 
people about a herdsman, Amos, from the land of Tekoa, 
who telleth that Jehovah careth naught for these sacrifices 
to Him. 

KING 


[Anxiously.] Ah! A herdsman didst thou say? [With 
disgust.| Why do these people listen to a herdsman? Hath 
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he money? [Amazi1aH shakes head.] Doth he not know that 
thou art Jehovah’s chosen High Priest in the land of Israel 
and that it is only to the High Priest that Jehovah revealeth 
His secrets? 

AMAZIAH 


He ought to know this quite well. And even this day I 
have commanded him to appear here before thee, for he 
hath conspired against thee, and there hath been much 
talking among those who are idle and untaught concern- 
ing the house of Israel. 


Kinc 


[Trying to conceal fear.] Dost thou think that this Amos 
hath many followers? 


AMAZIAH 
My King, he hath a keen mind. He knoweth the ways 
and doings of thy people. [Voice of Amos talking,to group 
of followers heard off-stage.| Hearken! [Goes to door at 
right.| That herdsman even now approacheth. 
[Enter Amos, right, between two guards and fol- 
lowed by group. | 


AMos 


[Continuing to speak.| Thus saith the Lord, Seek ye 
good and not evil that ye may live— 


AMAZIAH 


[Interrupting angrily.) What right hast thou to speak 
thus? 


It 
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What knowest thou about ‘the revelations of Jehovah? 
Jehovah doth not reveal His will to such a common herds- 
man as thou. Dost thou not know that Amaziah is the chosen 


High Priest of Jehovah? 


AMos 


[Firm voice.] I fear, O King, that the priesthood hath 
forgotten the will of Jehovah and thinketh only of its own 
advantage. I would reverence a true prophet. But thou must 
hear the words that the Lord hath spoken against thee. Dost 
thou think that these sins can be, and Jehovah see them not? 
Will a lion roar in the forest when there is no prey? Will a 
lion cry out of his den if he hath taken nothing? Shall a 
trumpet be blown in the city and the Lord hath not done 
it? Surely the Lord God will do nothing, except He reveal 
His secrets unto His servants, the prophets. 


KInG 


Why comest thou here in this land of Israel to disturb 
our worship? Why dost thou think Jehovah hath spoken 
thus? Doth he not command that thou shalt offer sacrifices 
to Him? 


AMos 


But I say this unto thee in the name of Jehovah, who 
loveth justice and peace more than sacrifice. For the lion 
hath roared—who will not fear? The Lord God hath 
spoken—who can but prophesy? 
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Kinc 


[Angrily.] Thou art mad to think thou art a prophet. 
In what school of the prophets hast thou been trained? 


Amos 


I am no prophet, neither am I a son of a prophet. I am 
not bound by the traditions of prophets. I am free—I am no 
mouthpiece of any ruling power, but speak as the Lord God 
directs me. 


HicH PRrRikrst 


Jehovah doth not reveal himself to the unlearned. 
Thou hast not been taught the ways of the prophets—thou 
art but a herdsman. 


AMos 


I was a herdsman and a gatherer of sycamore fruit. And 
the Lord took me as I was following the flock and said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people, Israel. He can be a 
prophet whatsoever his station who heareth the voice of 
Jehovah. 


Kinc 


[Angrily.] Thou art a fool to think that Jehovah would 
speak to thee in such a humble manner. Dost thou not know 
that Jehovah speaks only to the chosen tribe of Levites? 
Even on the feast days he hath shown His approval by many 
rich and costly sacrifices. 
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AMos 


[Strong, firm voice.] Jehovah hath said, I hate, I despise 
your feast days! I take no delight in your solemn assem- 
blies! Thou dost offer me burnt offerings and meat offer- 
ings. I will not accept them, neither will I regard the of- 
ferings of your fat beasts. 


AMAZIAH 


[Frightened but trying not to show fear. Sarcastically. | 
O thou seer, go flee thee away unto the land of Judah, and 
there eat bread and prophesy. But prophesy not again at 
Bethel, for it is the King’s sanctuary and the King’s court. 


AMos 


Woe to them that are at ease in Israel and trust to their 
sacrifices to redeem them, when they sell the righteous for 
silver and the poor for a pair of shoes. For this the land 
shall tremble and everyone mourn that dwelleth therein. 


KInc 


[Wrathfully.| Dost thou not know that thou art blas- 
pheming against the King? 


Amos 


[ Quietly, but confidently.| Jehovah hath said, The high 
places of Israel shall be desolate and her sanctuaries shall 
be laid waste. And I will rise against the house of Jeroboam 
with the sword. 
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KInG 


[Angrily.] Get thee out of Bethel. [To guard.] Take 
this man from my face. Thou shalt prophesy no more in 
the sanctuaries of the Most High. 


AMOos 


Thou mayest banish my body from the sanctuaries of the 
King but Jehovah my God will preserve His work. For it is 
the honest soul that knoweth God, and it was under the blue 
sky while I was watching my flock that Jehovah revealed 
himself unto me. [Starts to leave and turns.| Thou wilt 
never change. But there will be those who will know and 
follow Jehovah. 

[AmMaziaH and Kinc watch Amos leave. By their 
attitude they express both fear and anger. | 


CuRTAIN 


EPISODE THREE 


ScENE: Nearly dusk an evening several years later in a 
humble Hebrew home. Lamps. 

[Amos seated. SCRIBE seated on the floor with scrolls 
about him is writing on a scroll with quill pen. | 


SCRIBE 


[Rises and looks out as if to determine the time.] But a 
little time remaineth. Wouldst thou that I write more? 
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AMOS 


[Aroused from his reverie.| Mayhap something could be 
written before these young priests come. Even these words 
hath Jehovah revealed unto me: Hear this, O ye that would 
swallow up the needy and cause the poor of the land to fail 
saying, When will the new moon be gone and the Sabbath; 
that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small and 
the shekel great, and deal falsely with balances of deceit; 
that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a 
pair of shoes, and sell the refuse of the wheat? Jehovah 
hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob. Surely I will never 
forget any of their work. 

[Chanting and music heard in sanctuary nearby. 
Amos rises, listens and loaks in direction of sound. | 


AMos 


Take thou away from me the music of thy songs for I 
will not hear the melody of thy viols. Thus saith Jehovah, 
I abhor the excellency of Jacob. [Pauses and meditates. | 
Ah! Heavy is my heart in these latter days. Indeed it 
seemeth that all my years of preaching have been for 
naught, for on every hand have my words been rejected. 
[ Looking up.| But can the words of Jehovah fail? Surely 
the Lord God of hosts must be heard! 


SCRIBE 


Mayhap the youth of the land of Israel have hearkened 
unto the words of Jehovah. Many of them have I seen in 
the market places, questioning among themselves concerning 


thy sayings. 


42 DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 
AMos 


[With growing uneasiness as if expecting someone.| But 
these young Levites who have been appointed to come to 
question me tonight! Could my enemy Amaziah, the High 
Priest, be sending them to spy upon me? The hour ap- 
proacheth when they shall come. [Silence. Attitude of lis- 
tening. A knock is heard.] Enter. [As they enter.] Peace 
be unto thee. [Hebrew greeting. Youths seat themselves on 


floor. | 


First YouTH 


O Amos, thou great prophet of Jehovah, happy are we 
that thou dost admit us to thine honored presence. Often 
have we heard thee preach in the market places and have 
longed to tell thee thou hast stirred our hearts. But we 
dared not for fear of Amaziah, our High Priest. 


SECOND YOUTH 
—And for fear of the people. All they desire of the 
Lord’s anointed is to offer sacrifices for them each day and 
to accept their tithes. 
Tuirp YouTH 
—And their sacrifices of thanksgiving of that which is 
leavened, 
FourTH YOUTH 


—And proclaim free-will offerings and publish them. 
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SECOND YOUTH 


Yea, for all this pleaseth the children of Israel. 


FirtH YOUTH 


But thou, O Seer, hath taught us how manifold are our 
transgressions and how dark our sins. 


SIXTH YOUTH 


But well do we know that if we speak out of our hearts 
and reprove the unjust in the gates as thou doest, Amos, they 
will abhor us. 

AMos 


But since they do trample upon the poor and take exac- 
tions from him of wheat, and build their own houses of 
hewn stone and dwell in them and plant pleasant vine- 
yards and drink the wine thereof; since they do afflict the 
just; since they take bribes; since they turn aside the needy 
from his rights—is it fair to your calling that ye keep 
silence in such a time as this? 


First YoutTu 


Nay, we will not keep silence. Thine example hath 
taught us to fear not man but God; to eschew the evil and 
to love the good; to establish justice in the gate. We be- 
lieve that Jehovah the God of hosts will be with us as thou 
hast said. 

SEVENTH YOUTH 


Nay, we shall not fear; for as thou, Amos, hast said, 
they have turned justice into gall and the fruit of right- 
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eousness into wormwood, and we shall have the courage to 
speak as thou hast done. 


EIcgHTtH YOUTH 


Yea, there may come a famine of bread upon the land, 
but we shall not let it be a famine of hearing the words of 
Jehovah. 

YouTuHs IN CHORUS 


Nay—nay. 
FirtH YOUTH 
Even so, we must still continue to offer up the sacrifices 
daily for those who are at ease. It would not be prudent to 


refuse to do so lest they cast the sons of Levi out of the 
Temple of the Most High. 


SEVENTH YOUTH 
But—when they would swallow up the needy and cause 
the poor of the land to fail? 
SIxTH YOUTH 
—And sell the righteous for silver and the needy for a 
pair of shoes? 
AMos 


[ With animation.| Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus 
saith Jehovah, Though ye offer me burnt offerings and meat 
offerings, I will not accept them. But let justice run down 
as waters and righteousness as a mighty stream. 


YOUTH’S PROPHETIC VISION 45 
First YoutTH 


Thou hast said, O great prophet of Israel and we shall 
do according to thy words, for they are the words of Je- 
hovah, and we shall harken unto them. 

[Temple chimes are heard off-stage. | 


SECOND YOUTH 


[ Rising.] The hour hath arrived when we must return 
to our duties in the Temple. We must hasten. 


FirtH YoutTu 


These thy words that thou hast spoken to us this night, 
O Seer, shall live in our hearts forever. Our souls shall de- 
light to follow thy precepts. 


AMos 


[ Rising and giving benediction to Younc Prigsts.] May 
the blessings of God be upon ye as ye go. Youth—thou wilt 
dream dreams of justice. May Jehovah, the God of hosts, 
give ye strength! 

[Exit Younc Priests. ] 


Amos 


[Watches them disappear, meditates, then comes down 
stage.| Surely these youths have caught the true spirit of 
Jehovah, they have caught a vision of righteousness. If they 
but keep their vision then justice will roll down like a 
river and righteousness like a mighty stream. 


CuRTAIN 


THE ETERNAL QUEST 


A DRAMATIC WORSHIP SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS 


CHARACTERS 


Op TEsTAMENT PROPHET 

Mary 

JosEPH 

First SHEPHERD—an old man 

SECOND SHEPHERD—a man in middle age 
‘THirp SHEPHERD—a youth 

SPIRIT OF THE QUEsT 

SPIRIT OF YOUTH 

Ten or twelve young people 


The theme of this dramatic Christmas service is that the 
highest life is an eternal quest for a better way. Each of 
the episodes portrays the quest for this better way. 


EPISODE ONE 


[While the organ plays “Nicaea” the OLD TESTAMENT 
PROPHET approaches the platform down center aisle with 
dignity and reverence, takes his place back center of plat- 
form facing audience and holds place while Cuorr sings. | 


CHOIR 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in Three Persons, blessed ‘Trinity. 
(Heber. Tune: Nicaea.) 


PROPHET 


The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
Because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; 
He hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted; to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 


them that are bound; LS j z 
49 Ma ANA 


50 DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 


To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; 

To comfort all that mourn; 

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion; to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 

That they might be called trees of righteousness; the plant- 
ing of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 


CHOIR 


Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee, 

Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 


PROPHET 


The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; on them that dwelt in the land of deep gloom 
has the light shined. 

Thou hast multiplied gladness, increased joy; they joy be- 
fore Thee according to the joy in harvest, as men re- 
joice when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor Thou hast broken as in the 
day of Midian. 

For all the armor of the armed man in the tumult, and the 
garments rolled in blood, shall be for burning, for 
fuel of fire. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 

And the government shall be upon his shoulder; 

And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
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Mighty, God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Great shall be his government, and of peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David and upon his king- 
dom, 

To establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from henceforth even forever. 

The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this. 


CHOIR 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, 
and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, On ' 
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity! -\ th 


\CaA 
PROPHET CNS 


And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of 
Jesse, and a branch out of its roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and of understanding, 

The spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and fear of Jehovah. 

He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither decide 
after the hearing of his ears; 

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; 

And he shall smite the tyrant with the rod of his mouth 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his loins. 


Religion 
& 
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And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; 

And the calf and the lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them. 

And the cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones shall 
lie down together; 

And the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 

They shall not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea. 


CHOIR 


[Sings “Gloria Patri.’’] 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost ; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 


-or~ 


[ “Sanctus No. 2.”] 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, 
Heaven and Earth are full of thy glory; 
Glory be to thee, O Lord, Most High. 


Amen, Amen, Amen. 


(As organ continues to play, PROPHET leet plat- 
form, proceeds down center aisle and pas of 


auditorium. ) 


+ 


ca 


THE ETERNAL QUEST 53 
EPISODE TWO 
Time: The first Christmas. 


SoLo 


(“Magnificat’—Luke 1: 46-55. The arrangement by 
Arnold Bax is suggested.) 


My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Savior. 

For He hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed. 

For He that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is His 
name. 

And His mercy is on them that fear Him throughout all 
generations. 

He hath showed strength with His arm, he hath scattered 
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath 
put down the mighty from their seat and hath ex- 
alted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich 
he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel 
as He promised to our forefathers, Abraham and His 
seed, forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 


/ 
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(After solo place manger, out of which a light shines, 
at left center of platform. While organ plays very 
softly “Silent Night,” Mary takes place seated 
near manger, gazing into it, but facing audience. 
JosEPH stands just behind her to the left. They 
hold this tableau while Corr sings.) 


CHoIR 
Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright; 
Round yon virgin, mother and child, 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 


(Mohr. Tune: Silent Night.) 


Mary 


My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God, my Saviour; 
For He hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 


JosEPH 


And his name shall be called Jesus for he shall save his 
people from their sins. 


Mary 


My husband, I understand not how these things can be. 
JosEPH 

They are, indeed, as great a mystery to me as to thee. 

We only know that the angel who appeared unto me in 
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a dream said, “Tn this Child shall prophecy be fulfilled. He 
shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Most High. 
He shall reign over the House of Jacob forever and of His 
Kingdom there shall be no end.” 


Mary 


[Sings @ lullaby.] (“The Sleep of the Child Jesus”— 
Geveart, arranged by Engel, is suggested.) 


JosEPH 


Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
And all that is within me, bless his holy name! 


CHOIR 
[Sings. ] 


Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’ angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
(Charles Wesley. Tune: Mendelssohn.) 


[Just as CHorR ceases singing, SHEPHERDS are heard 
singing in back of auditorium. They make their 
procession down center aisle singing. | 
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SHEPHERDS 
[Sing. | 
Hark! what mean those holy voices, 
Sweetly sounding through the skies?, 


Lo! the angelic host rejoices; 
Heavenly hallelujahs rise. 


Peace on earth, good will from heaven, 
Reaching far as man is found; 

Souls redeemed and sins forgiven! 
Loud our golden harps shall sound. 


Hasten, mortals, to adore him; 
Learn his name, and taste his joy; 

Till in heaven ye sing before him, 
“Glory be to God most high!” 


Let us learn the wondrous story 
Of our great Redeemer’s birth 
Spread the brightness of his glory, 
Till it covers all the earth. 
(Cawood. Tune: Bethany, English.) 


[SHEPHERDS continue singing as they come to plat- 
form and group around manger. They leave their 
gifts of flowers, fruit and young lamb.] 


Younc SHEPHERD 


It is even as the angel hath said, that we should find the 


babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 


bt 


i] 
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Op SHEPHERD 
Israel’s king has come in our day. Now are the prophecies 


fulfilled. 
MIpDDLE-AGED SHEPHERD 


Come, Shepherds, we must return to our flocks and tell 
the news to waiting ears. 


JosEPH 
Peace go with thee. 


Mary 


Gentle Shepherds, peace. 
[SHEPHERDs /eave, going down side aisle singing.] 


SHEPHERDS 


[Sing. | 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth; 
Come and worship, come and worship, 


Worship Christ, the newborn King. 


Shepherds, in the field abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant light; 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
(Montgomery. Tune: Regent Square.) 
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Mary 


[Looking into manger.] He shall be great and shall be 
called the Son of the Most High. 


JOsEPH 


[Looking over Mary’s shoulder into manger.| To give 
knowledge of salvation unto His people; to shine upon 
them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; to guide 
our feet in the way of peace. 

[While JosEPH and Mary leave platform, manger 
is removed. | 


CHOIR 


[Sings “There’s a Song in the Air.” Holland. Tune: 
Christmas Song. ] 


EPISODE THREE 


‘[ The Spirit OF THE QuEstT enters down center aisle, as 
organ plays softly, and takes place in back, center, of 
platform. | 


SPIRIT OF THE QUEST 


I am the Spirit of the Quest, of passion for right, of 
search for God. It-was I-who led Enoch till men said-he* 
walked with God. It was I who companioned with Moses 
giving more righteous laws. It was I who fired the prophet 
to demand a better social order. It was I who stirred the 


a 
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questioning mind of the wise man as he pondered God’s 
purposes and tried to help men to right living. I gave voice 
to the angels whom the shepherds heard. I brooded in the 
heart of Jesus until His matchless insight pronounced the 
way of love as the only true way to a higher life. Every 
Christmas season I walk the ways of earth seeking those 
whose enthusiasm I may fire for further quest. 
[Sprrir oF YOUTH enters. ] 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


I am the Spirit of Youth. I live ever young in each new 
day. I weave the ideal dreams of Youth. I know its pas- 
sionate search for the better way of life. I know its ques- 
tions, too. [Chimes play or, if chimes are not available, 
organ plays softly a few measures of “Silent Night.” 
Spirit oF YoutH listens. Music ceases.| ”Tis Christmas— 
chimes in church towers—squalor.in the slums. Christmas 
message of good-will—business competition, factional 
strife, class discrimination, race hatred, international in- 
trigue. Christmas in such a world—what can it mean to 
discerning youth? [Turns to Sprrir OF THE Quest.] Ah, 
Spirit of the Quest, you are no stranger to me. [SpPiriIT OF 
THE QUEsT comes toward SPIRIT OF YOUTH with poise, 
dignity, and confidence.| You move with such supreme con- 
fidence, you live so close to the heart of God, perhaps you 
can answer Youth’s questions. 


SPIRIT OF THE QUEST 


Gladly! Thrice gladly, for I know the youth who ask 
them. The youth of all ages have entertained me, though 


60 DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 


some unawares. Youth’s clear eyes see the wrongs of 
earth, the flaws in Christian living, that so nearly kill the 
Christmas spirit in their breasts. Were they not conscious of 
these faults they could be but poor, blind followers of the 
King. 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


Has the Christmas spirit come into the world but to mock 
us? Has Christianity then failed? 


SPIRIT OF THE QuEsT 


No, Youth, no. These moral evils point only to the in- 
completeness of man’s spiritual mastery. They show the 
neverending creative work still to be done. It is well that 
Youth should see them in all their ugliness. [Organ begins 
playing softly “Silent Night” and continues playing while 
SPIRIT OF THE QUEST speaks. SPIRIT OF THE QUEST pauses 
a moment to listen to music.| It is Christmas, the birthday 
of Jesus—normal, eager-minded Child; thoughtful, ques- 
tioning loyal Youth; moral Hero, spiritual Genius, Son of 
God! 

[Music ceases. The Sprrtr oF Youtu has listened with 
eagerness and rapt attention. | 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


O Spirit of the Quest, did you walk with Him too? Did 
you fire His imagination? Were you the inspiration of His 
spiritual adventure? 


1} 
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I was, Youth. With genuine reverence He observed most 
of the social and religious forms of His people. He spoke 
in the tongue and thought in the terms of His own day. 
But His restless search for the right made Him the supreme 
creative moral Leader of all the ages. 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


Jesus dared! He dared to be different. He dared to think 
for Himself! He declared His freedom. 


SPIRIT OF THE QUEST 


Yes, Youth,—Jesus dared, as one who strove for right, 
who sought God’s will. Thus Jesus found a new way of 
life for His own day. There are those rare souls who see 
that following Jesus means quest of the highest right for 
their own time. 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


Wondrous Spirit, our hearts glow at your appeal. If 
youth the world around could hear you, we would have a 
League of Youth of every race and color, followers of the 
Christ, all working for a better world. [Pauses.] Listen! 


[Organ plays “Lead On, O King Eternal.” Tune: 
Lancashire. Procession of young people starts from 
rear of church and proceeds down center aisle while 
music continues. They may represent different na- 
tions, pilgrims, or simply the youth of the church. 
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They take their places, alternating on either side of 
platform. | 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


Here is youth, serious, questioning, idealistic. 


First YOUTH 

[Stepping out of group.| We are tired of dogmas, but 
we want to know how to live aright. 
SECOND YOUTH 


We are weary of theological discussion, but we would 
know about life. 


THIRD YOUTH 


We think the highest life must mean more than sing- 
ing hymns and offering prayers under direction. We think 
it must include highest business ethics and lofty professional 
ethics even in religious institutions. 


FourtTH YoutTH 


Today’s world and its problems stare us in the face. 
If the church tells us to live in this world by laws made 
for wandering tented tribes we are tempted to cynicism. 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


But you, Spirit of the Quest, have the secret youth needs. 
For you life is a task, a growing knowledge of God, the 
building of a better world. é 
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[Christmas chimes are heard or organ playing softly.] 


SPIRIT OF THE QUEST 


Come, Youth. Christmas chimes are ringing messages of 
peace, but your heart knows Jasting peace is bought by sel f- 
restraint and unselfish sharing. The music tells us of good 
will, but goodwill comes only of righteousness. The Christ- 
mas carols tell us of joy; joy is the fruit of love. Come then 
—to be creators of the better world. The Father worked 
heretofore; then Jesus worked. Jesus worked to pave the 
way for you; now you must work. Yours to make Chris- 
tianity a purer faith; yours to make the church a better in- 
strument; yours to make the world more nearly the King- 
dom of God; ydurs to put the name of Jesus above every 
name! 

SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


[Addressing SPIRIT OF THE Quest, YouTtH lifting 
joined hands.| Ours is the E-t-e-r-n-a-l1 Q-u-e-s-t! 
[YouTH sings, remaining on platform during singing of 
first stanza. | 


CHoIR AND YOUTH 


O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
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[Recessional beginning with second stanza. Order of 
recessional: SPIRIT OF YOUTH, YOUNG PEOPLE 
two by two, SPIRIT OF THE QUEST. | 


For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O Morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth! 


How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 


O holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! Amen. 


(Brooks. Tune: St. Louis.) 


Ih! 
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[Chanting off platform, after recessional, just as the 
last notes die away.| Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward men. 


CHOIR 


[Responding.| Amen. 
or 
[Instead of Voice, CHoir may sing “Gloria Patri.” | 


CHOIR 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 


THE AGE-OLD DREAM 


A MASQUE FOR MOTHERS’ AND DAUGHTERS’? WEEK 


CHARACTERS 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 

W oMANHOOD 

GIRLHOOD 

Inp1an MoTHER 
MorHeErR oF Moses 
MoTHER OF AUGUSTINE 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 
FRANCEs WILLARD 
‘TEACHING MoTHERHOOD 


ScENE: 4 garden. Soft music by violin or piano. 

[WEAVER OF Dreams enters and takes her seat on a 
bench at left center of stage. As the music grows 
softer, she begins to speak. As she continues to speak, 
the music gradually dies away. | 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


A weaver of dreams am I. I weave the dreams of 
maidenhood. Because this delightful task mine has been I 
have understood the heart of woman. Strange as it may 
seem, maidenhood still orders woven dreams much like 
unto those of her older sisters. She lives a much fuller 
and freer life and defies many traditions which were in 
the past held most sacred—which causes much strife be- 
tween the modern maid and womanhood. Yet, as I weave 
the dreams the modern maid orders, I feel sure that her 
dreams are just as fine and pure as those of her older sisters. 
[She looks off right stage and sees WOMANHOOD approach- 
ing.| Ah, here cometh Womanhood. It doth seem long since 
she hath visited me. I wonder what hath brought her hence. 


W oMANHOOD 


[Entering with dignity and poise.| Ah, Weaver of 
Dreams, it doth seem good to escape but a little while from 
things that bind my spirit fast and flee to thee that I might 
leave an order for a dream. 


69 
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WEAVER OF DREAMS 


It is with pleasure that I greet thee, O Womanhood. Is 
it a dream for thyself that thou wouldst have? 
[WomanHoop and WEAVER OF Dreams both seat 
themselves. | 


WoMANHOOD 


Though I have reached mature years, I would still 
dream. Sometimes I fear I am growing old, so I have 
come to thee that I may renew my youth. Thou hast woven 
many beautiful dreams for me. But the fairest dream thou 
hast ever woven for Womanhood, O Master Weaver, is 
the dream of motherhood. . 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


With thee I do agree. And, strange as it may seem to 
thee, that is the order I most often have. Even in the dim 
past days when the human race was young, thy sisters, 
though not as fine and fair as thou, dreamed dreams much 
like unto thine—that they might mother the race—and they 
did find their richest joy in their expression of mother- 
hood. 


WoMANHOOD 


But, Master Weaver, I fear that womankind today seeks 
a dream full of ambitions, a dream that would send them 
far out into the world. They no longer think of mother- 
hood. 
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Ah, thou dost not understand the heart of our girlhood. 
True, they sometimes seem to ignore the traditions of thine 
age. But underneath their keen, discriminating search for a 
better way of life, I find that they too dream the age-old 
dream of womankind. 


W oMANHOOoD 


I hope thou speakest aright. But when I see our modern 
girlhood declaring themselves to be so free, I fear they 
will fail to find that richest, deepest joy—the joy of mother- 
hood. 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Ah, friend of mine, I remember the orders thou didst 
leave. Many a dream I wove for thee. I must tell thee a 
plain truth. The girls who now observe thee find in thee 
oftentimes only prosaic truth. Thou art so careful to hide 
the romance of thy youth. Thou art so prone to forget the 
dreams of thine own maidenhood. As thou wast so these 
girls are—eager, ambitious, yearning ever for adventure 
and achievement, for love and romance bent. They have 
not lost the gleam, but follow after it—using a rather 
different road mayhap, but still dreaming thy dreams 
after thee. [4 voice is heard off-stage singing. They both 
listen. | 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Girlhood approacheth even now. 
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Doth she often visit thee? 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Yea, oftener than thou. [Listening understandingly to 
the song of GirLHoop.] By the quality of that song, I 
know right well that she has come to me to tell her deep- 
est secrets. But thou must go hence; for if she were to find 
thee here, she might not freely speak her mind. When she 
has spoken, then I will call thee. For I do yearn that ye 
may each find in the other things so fine that they shall bind 
ye both together. 

[WomannHoop Jeaves reluctantly. GIRLHOOD enters 
still singing, finishing as she comes upon the stage. 
She seats herself and waits for WEAVER OF 
Dreams to speak. | 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Girlhood fair, thou dost bring to me an order that, when 
I do weave for thee this dream, I must use the signs of 
spring, the budding of the trees, the warbling of the birds, 
the tender shoots of grass that spring from out the mother 
earth, the bleating of the baby lambs, the fleeciness of tiny 
clouds, the need of all things young and tender, that thou 
unto them might a protective service render. 


GIRLHOOD 


How couldst thou guess? None other would have guessed 
so true. For some do say of me such dreadful things. They 
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say I’m cold and think me self-sufficient, sophisticated, hard 
and bold—and that ruthlessly I tear from out my heart 
those tender yearnings of my kind. 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


That is because they do not understand thee. They fear 
lest thou wilt lose thy way to God, because thou dost not 
take the way they trod but searchest to reach Him by some 
new way. But by thine order for thy dreams I know thy 
heart is true. Remember, though, that while thou art search- 
ing for fresh truths—truths still unrevealed—thou wilt 
find things that are true are neither old nor new. 


GIRLHOOD 


Sometimes I wonder. I do grow so weary of the old. My 
soul doth ever yearn for new adventure. And yet, so often 
do I find that many new things I follow do not lead me 
where I want to go. Yet they are adventures of the mind, 
diversions. And as thou dost know, they seem to shock 
older womanhood. Weaver of Dreams, thou didst know the 
womanhood who were the girls of yesterday. Did they 
dream dreams, and did they long for something new and 
thrilling as we do? 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Yes, Girlhood fair, I say to you the truest truth I ever 
spake. The womanhood, whom now you meet, yesterday 
were girls like you, yearning and thrilling at new ad- 
venture. Despite the burdens of the years, some still recall 
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their youthful dreams and live again those dreams in you 
whom now they mother. 
[ WEAVER OF DrREAms rises, walks over to left stage, 
and secretly beckons WoMANHOOD, while GiIRL- 
HOOD, not noticing, speaks. | 


GIRLHOOD 


I wish that I knew Womanhood better. I wish she could 
believe that I, too, am true. It seemeth unto me that 
Womanhood and Girlhood now are torn asunder. 

[WomaNnHoopD appears. GIRLHOOD rises and draws 
back surprised. | 


GIRLHOOD 


Why hast thou come hither? I am surprised to find thee 
with the Weaver of Dreams. 


W oMANHOOD 


I came here but a while ago and heard thee coming, so 
I departed. I came to leave an order for a dream. 


GiIRLHOOD 


Why, that is why I came! I wonder what thou dost 
dream, O Womanhood. Often I look upon thy poise and 
seeming cold complacency and wonder if in thee there ever 
stirred the passions of maidenhood. 


W oMANHOOD 


I, too, have had my dreams and I my dreams would 
keep. Sometimes I think that girlhood now dream different 
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dreams than once I dreamed. Thou dost seem so frivolous, 
dost so disregard conventionalities and things worth while. 
[She goes up to GIRLHOOD and, placing her hand on G1RL- 
HOOD’s shoulder, looks with tender searching into her eyes. | 
But as I look into thy true eyes, I see there longings and 
yearnings I once knew. 


GIRLHOOD 


And dost thou know that often thou dost seem to us a 
creature unrelenting? ‘Thou seemest never to lose thy poise 
and so little understanding of our emotions hast. 


W oMANHOOD 


Do I seem to thee so cold and unrelenting? I have not 
meant to so impress thee. [Turning to WEAVER OF 
Dreams.] Ah, Weaver of Dreams, she does not know me. 
But thou hast been weaving my dreams. Wilt thou not plead 
my case at court and tell her that I, too, am human? 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


If I were to tell the simple truth, it would be surprising 
to you both; for both of you do dream the selfsame dream 
—the dream of motherhood. For that desire is old, yet ever 
new, though some would deny it. The yearning to mother 
the human race is undying in woman. 


GIRLHOOD 


If thou dost mean the desire to mother the world, to 
mother the human race, to tenderly care for helpless things, 
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to smooth the ruffled brow, to comfort those who are in 
pain, to train youth and childhood—these are the tasks that 
I would choose, But in the doing of these tasks I must use 
more than my body. I must employ my intellect. My 
spirit must be free. [Looking at WomanuHoop.| Thou 
dost not know me, O Womanhood, if thou dost think I do 
not dream such dreams as these. Oh, Weaver of Dreams, is 
this not the order I most often leave with thee? 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


So ye do see, despite thy differences, that when ye ponder 
the sacred tasks of life ye dream the sa:ne. In order that 
ye might know this truth, to each of ye thy fondest dream 
Ill show. It is the selfsame one—the dream of mother- 
hood. 

[MoTHERHOOD enters with poise and quiet dignity 
and takes her place a little back, centre.] 


WoMANHOOD 


My dream! 


GiIRLHOOD 


Thy dream? So is it mine. 


MoTHERHOOD 


I belong to no race or clime, but to all time and to all 
races. I have been the dream of womankind since the race 
was young. With brooding, longing, and loving; with try- 
ing and failing and trying again; with working, achieving 
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through the years; with prayers and faith and weeping; 
woman hath dreamed me more beautiful each year until, 
this twentieth century, I come not bound with tradition nor 
fettered with passion. I give not because I am forced to 
give, but because in giving I live. No longer I act because 
blind instinct moves, but because my intelligence consents 
as well. No longer am I forced to obey some stronger hu- 
man force than mine; but because I love I freely give my 
strength and my time to mother the world. 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Though I have woven many beautiful dreams, thou art 
more beautiful by far than any other dream I’ve ever 
woven. 

GiRLHOOD 


None other can compare with thee! 


WEAVER OF DREAMs 
O beautiful Girlhood fair, it is thy dreaming that has 
set the crowning beauty on this dream of Motherhood. 
WoMANHOOD 
I must confess this dream of Motherhood surpasses far 
in beauty anything that I have hoped for. 
MoTHERHOOD 


Out of the past will I call the women who have helped 
to dream me as I am and given to thee thine heritage. 
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[Indian Lullaby is heard off-stage. INDIAN MOTHER 
approaches crooning lullaby. She kneels before 
MorTHERHOOD, rises, crosses her hands on her 
breast, and takes her place at the right of MoTHER- 
HOOD. ] 

She dreamed her dreams; she loved her young; she 
tanned the skins her children wore; she wove the baskets 
that bore the fruits of the ground her hands had tilled. She 
never knew our modern culture; yet from her mother 
heart she crooned a lullaby that even stills thy troubled 
spirits. 

[MoTrHER OF MosEs appears carrying a Hebrew 
basket. She is singing a Hebrew lullaby. She takes 
her place next to INDIAN MoTHER. | 

When the Mother of Moses lived there were no 
children’s welfare agencies but she ingeniously kept her 
child alive when rulers sought to kill him. Motherhood 
stirring in her breast released her power of brain and 
caused her to outwit those who were thought to be far 
more shrewd than she. To her was spared her child whom 
she trained to fear God and love the right. He dared to 
face the wrong and by his moral might he became the 
leader of his people. 

[ The MorHER OF AUGUSTINE enters carrying @ cross 
and takes her place by the side of the MOTHER OF 
Mosgs. | 

Dear Mother of Augustine, thy mother love didst yearn 
and pray; thy faith didst help thee see within thy child, so 
led astray, great potentialities. When others had despaired 
of him, thy mother faith held strong and true until the 
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virtue of thy prayers was felt. Thy wayward son back to 
the fold returned and proved thy faith in him was worthy. 
[FLoRENCE NIGHTINGALE enters dressed in nurse’s 
costume as “Battle Hymn of the Republic” is played 
softly. She takes her place at the left of MoTHER- 
HOOD. | 
Florence Nightingale never upon her breast didst bear a 
child, but there did stir within her the mother spirit. Out 
on the battle field she went to heal some mothers’ wounded 
sons; and every one of them in her touch didst feel the 
soothing of their pain and warmth of mother love. 
[FRANCEs WILLARD enters carrying a standard on 
which is a beautiful bow of white ribbon. She takes 
her place next to FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE. | 
Frances Willard never reared a family, yet she hath 
endeared herself; and mothers will never forget her, so 
much of good she’s given to all the children of our land. 
Wherever is seen the bow of white ribbon, her symbol of 
truth and right, she is remembered with gratitude. We 
know that she hath nobly shown her spirit of mother- 
hood. 
[4 character approaches in academic cap and gown 
and takes her place next to FRANCES WILLARD. | 
Our Teaching Motherhood, All o’er this land there is a 
group of womankind with no children of their own; yet 
do they find expression of their motherhood in the elass- 
room, where they teach the growing minds to think and to 
relate their knowledge to their lives as day by day they 
grow. [Turning to GirLHoop.] Oh, beautiful Girlhood, 
dost thou now see what I mean by motherhood? 
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GIRLHOOD 


O Motherhood! Thou hast unto me revealed the dignity 
of my kind. Though we may be intellectual and strive for 
careers; though we may justly exercise our freedom, not 
bound by customs and the unreasoning fear that have fet- 
tered our sisters before our time, however far we may 
journey on adventures of the mind, our greatest joy in 
home or shop or school will be that of motherhood. 


MoTHERHOOD 


Well spoken! There is no joy nearer the divine than 
looking on thine own and saying “flesh of my flesh, bone 
of my bone.” But many, who such joy didst never know, 
still didst show a beauteous, queenly motherhood. 


W oMANHOOD 


O Motherhood, thou hast revealed unto me the heart of 
Girlhood. Now know I her heart is true. Thou hast helped 
me see and know she cannot serve my age—that she must 
serve her own. 


GIRLHOOD 


And I do know thee better, O Womanhood. 


MoTHERHOOD 


[Taking the hands of Womannoop and GIRLHOOD. | 
Because of this I am happy. On many things ye canst not 
think alike; still ye can fit yourselves each to the other. 
I think ye both now see the world doth need mothers. 
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Strong love like that of Moses’ mother can employ its in- 
genuity to outwit the evil that would destroy the human 
race. Such motherhood can see in human nature great 
potentialities—’midst all its failures can discern the divine. 
The world still needs a strong and tender womankind. 
Many traditions hath she outgrown; many the tasks in 
which she has made known her worth. But this I know, the 
greatest gift she can bestow is still the gift of motherhood. 
[Turning to WEAVER OF Dreams.|] Now, O Weaver, 
may I go? Have I told them thy secret? 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


What I have yearned for I see before me now. 
[Mothers of the past leave stage followed by 
MoTHERHOoD. WOMANHOOD goes to WEAVER OF 
Dreams while GiRLHOOD remains thoughtful in 
the background. | 


W oMANHOOD 


I thank thee! Now depart I with faith in Girlhood. 
[She looks at GIRLHOOD a moment, turns and walks 
off stage. GiRLHOOD looks after her. After she is 
assured that WOMANHOOD is gone, she turns and 
walks thoughtfully back to WEAVER OF DREAMs. | 


GiRLHOOD 


Before I go I want to tell thee of the dream thou art 
to weave for me. Let there be strength and beauty, but no 
trace of sentimentality; clear knowledge, strong feeling 
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and high conduct; freedom, restraint, and love. [Quiet 
music is heard off stage, violin if possible. GIRLHOOD comes 
nearer WEAVER OF Dreams.] Master Weaver, if thou 
canst, weave a romance in my dream—make him a prince 
gallant—but if in my dream there be no home—still let 
it be understood that I would have thee weave into my 
dream the spirit of motherhood. 


[WEAVER OF DREams gives assent with tender un- 
derstanding. GIRLHOOD leaves stage, music still con- 
tinuing. | 


WEAVER OF DREAMS 


Now am I content. I'll weave the dreams of maiden- 
hood, whatever they may order. Fashions, customs, the 
veneer of culture—these things will change from year to 
year. One thing I know—true virtues will endure. A®ons 
hence, still will I be weaving the dream of motherhood. 


CURTAIN 
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